Case report: survival of a type I transthoracic impalement.
The care of a patient who became impaled on a large aluminum pipe is presented. A review of the literature reveals that most patients with a type I injury either do not survive or present with an unpredictable pattern of injury. Preoperative care requires rapid stabilization, assessment, and interventions based on the pattern of injury. Perioperative management may involve multiple surgeons performing simultaneous surgical procedures.